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Christmas is a time of  joy and wonder. The whole choir look forward to 
rehearsing our Christmas offerings from September to November then 
performing in the superb setting of  the Church of  the Holy Rude in 
Stirling. This year our rehearsals have been on-line, shorter than usual 
and without the socialising with each other. But undaunted our Director, 
the ever-keen Michael Segaud, and our Assistant Director and 
accompanist, Ian Boulter, have put together a short Christmas selection 
that we offer to you.  

What is a carol?

A carol is a festive song, generally religious but not necessarily 
connected with church worship, and often with a dance or a popular 
character.  The word carol is derived from the Old French word carole, a
circle dance accompanied by singers (in turn derived from the Latin 
choraula). Carols were very popular as dance songs from the 1150s to 
the 1350s, after which their use expanded as processional songs sung 
during festivals, while others were written to accompany religious 
mystery plays.  Today the carol is represented almost exclusively by the 
Christmas carol, the Advent carol, and to a much lesser extent by the 
Easter carol. 

We have recorded these carols and readings in our own homes and 
Michael Segaud has put them together for this virtual concert.   Do 
please sing along with us – we will all be at home singing along too.

We wish you all as Merry a Christmas as you are able, and we hope to see
you in the Church of  the Holy Rude at Christmas-time next year, Sunday
12 December 2021.
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ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY

Christmas concerts the world over often start with this carol, and why 
should we be different?  It is a carol originally written as a poem by Cecil
Frances Alexander who also penned “All things bright and beautiful” and
“There is a green hill far away”. The carol was first published in 1848 in 
her hymn-book Hymns for Little Children. A year later, the English organist
Henry John Gauntlett discovered the poem and set it to music.

Verse 1

Once in royal David's city,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

Verse 2

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of  all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Verse 3

And through all His wondrous 
childhood,
He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms He lay.
Christian children all must be,
Mild, obedient, good as He.

Verse 4

For He is our child-hood's pattern,
Day by day like us He grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew,
And He feeleth for our sadness,
And He shareth in our gladness.

Verse 5

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads His children on,
To the place where He is gone.

Verse 6

Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God's right hand on high;
Where like stars His children crowned,
All in white shall be around.
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SUSSEX CAROL

Its words were first published by Luke Wadding, a 17th-century Irish 
bishop, in a work called Small Garland of  Pious and Godly Songs (1684).
It is unclear whether Wadding wrote the song or was recording an earlier
composition.  Both the text and the tune to which it is now sung were 
discovered and written down by Cecil Sharp in Buckland, 
Gloucestershire, and Ralph Vaughan Williams, who heard it being sung 
by a Harriet Verrall of  Monk's Gate, near Horsham, Sussex (hence 
"Sussex Carol").  The tune to which it is generally sung today is the one 
Vaughan Williams took down from Mrs. Verrall and published in 1919.

On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring. [repeat]
News of  great joy, news of  great mirth,
News of  our merciful King's birth.

Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad, [repeat]
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?

When sin departs before His grace,
Then life and health come in its place. [repeat]
Angels and men with joy may sing
All for to see the new-born King. 

All out of  darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night: [repeat]
"Glory to God and peace to men,
Now and for evermore, Amen!" 
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READING by Pat Thomson, alto
Excerpt from 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas         by Dr Seuss

The Grinch, a grouchy, cave-dwelling creature, hates Christmas; his only 
companion is his unloved but loyal dog, Max. He resides on the snowy 
Mount Crumpit, located north of  the town of  Whoville, home of  the 
warm-hearted Whos.  From his cave, the Grinch can hear the noisy 
Christmas festivities that take place in Whoville.   Continually annoyed, 
he devises a wicked scheme to steal their presents, trees, and Christmas 
food.
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Vivaldi “Four Seasons”
largo from Concerto No 4 “Winter”
Michael Segaud, violin

Vivaldi [1678-1741] wrote the violin concerti around 1716-1717 and they
are now the best known of  his works.  Each concerto represents a 
season, and he published them accompanied by sonnets and the music 
represents not only the spirit of  the season but also the words of  the 
sonnet.  It is possible he wrote the sonnets himself.

The words associated with the largo are:

Before the fire to pass peaceful,
Contented days while the rain outside pours down. 

It sounds like a Scottish winter.
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READING by Lynne Rickard, alto

The Oxen     by Thomas Hardy

"The Oxen" is a poem (sometimes known by its first line, "Christmas 
Eve, and Twelve of  the Clock") by the English novelist and poet 
Thomas Hardy (1840–1928). It relates to a West Country legend: that, on
the anniversary of  Christ's Nativity, each Christmas Day, farm animals 
kneel in their stalls in homage. It was first published in December 1915, 
in the London newspaper The Times.  It has been set to music several 
times, but here it is read by one of  our altos.

Christmas Eve, and twelve of  the clock.
“Now they are all on their knees,”
An elder said as we sat in a flock
By the embers in hearthside ease.

We pictured the meek mild creatures where
They dwelt in their strawy pen,
Nor did it occur to one of  us there
To doubt they were kneeling then.

So fair a fancy few would weave
In these years! Yet, I feel,
If  someone said on Christmas Eve,
“Come; see the oxen kneel,

“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Our childhood used to know,”
I should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so.

* barton is a farmyard,  coomb is a short valley or hollow on a hillside or coastline, especially 
in southern England. 
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HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing is a Christmas carol that first appeared in 
1739 in the collection Hymns and Sacred Poems.  Charles Wesley, who 
had written the original version as "Hymn for Christmas-Day," had 
requested and received slow and solemn music for his lyrics, which has 
since largely been discarded.  Moreover, Wesley's original opening 
couplet is "Hark! how all the welkin rings / Glory to the King of  Kings".
The popular version is the result of  alterations by various hands, notably 
by George Whitefield, who changed the opening couplet to the familiar 
one, and by Felix Mendelssohn, whose melody was used for the lyrics.  
In 1840—a hundred years after the publication of  Hymns and Sacred 
Poems—Mendelssohn composed a cantata to commemorate Johann 
Gutenberg's invention of  movable type printing, and it is music from 
this cantata, adapted by the English musician William H. Cummings to 
fit the lyrics of  "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing", that propels the carol 
known today.

Hark the herald angels sing  Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild  God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations rise  Join the triumph of  the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:  Christ is born in Bethlehem
Chorus
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King!

Christ by highest heav'n adored  Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come  Offspring of  a Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see  Hail th’incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell  Jesus, our Emmanuel
Chorus

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of  Peace!  Hail the Sun of  Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings  Risen with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by  Born that man no more may die
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Born to raise the sons of  earth  Born to give them second birth
Chorus
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Donations*
You can donate here http://easydonate.org/2020XMAS
or by text

to donate £1, text 2020XMAS to 70201
to donate £3, text 2020XMAS to 70331
to donate £5, text 2020XMAS to 70970
to donate £10, text 2020XMAS to 70191

Stirling City Choir needs to raise funds for this and for other charitable purposes.

* Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the National 
Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800), operating as DONATE. Texts will be charged at 
your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.org

Stirling City Choir is a registered charity and relies on fundraising through performances, any support 
provided is welcome
Scottish charity number  SC014953
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